LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER      201 From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army of James, Sept. 80&, 1864, 7.50 P.M.
Lt. Genl. GRANT, CITY POINT
THE telegraph now is within half a mile of my Head Quarters and nearer WeitzeFs. We are making the best preparation we can for defence. We have repulsed the enemy in all his attacks with little loss on our side and heavy on theirs. We are much weaker than you suppose. I would be very glad of any reinforcements. The remainder of Field's Division three (3) brigades have crossed and are in our front with Hoke's Division. Heth was ordered to start, but I can hear nothing of him. The City local reserves are in our front, down to the clerks in the Naval Department known as the Naval Battalion, and the clerks in the express companies and the policemen. We have got now before us every thing there is. A few more men and we can push through the Darbytown line unless Lee quits Petersburg. If he does, it is a question of legs which will get here first. I feel no doubt of being able to hold until you come. These assaults appear to be (directed) to the recapture of the big fort. It is evident that that capture troubles the enemy much, indeed the prisoners say they are told it shall be taken if it costs every man they have got. Be it so. So far as I am concerned, it shall not be taken except upon those terms.
I congratulate you upon Warren's success. I hope he has been successful in the attack we have just heard. I have no accurate map so I cannot appreciate the value of his success. BMNJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Butler
Ed. Qra. Army of the James, Sept. 90th, '64
Maj. Gen. BIRNET, Comd'g. 10 Corps
CAN you send me ten or twelve men to guard prisoners here tonight?            BBNJ p BTJTLER> Maj Q&^L Comd'g.
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army of the James, Sept. SO, '64
Maj. Genl. WEITZEL, Comd'g. 18 A. C.
PRISONERS taken report that they have been quite heavily reinforced, and that orders have been given to take the forts in your front at all hazards before sundown tomorrow.